ABSTRACT
The main activities of the IYPE are coordinated through Science and Outreach Programmes. Both programmes essentially operate in a 'bottom-up' mode. The Science Programme consists of 10 broad, societally relevant and multidisciplinary themes: health, climate, groundwater, ocean, soils, deep Earth, megacities, resources, hazards and life. Brochures on each of these themes are available in hard copy or may be downloaded from IYPE's website: www.yearofplanetearth.org. The Outreach Programme is mainly being implemented at the national level. A global launch event was organized at UNESCO headquarters in Paris in February 2008. In addition, continent-wide launch events took place for Africa (in Arusha, Tanzania) and for Latin America (in Brasilia, Brazil). On an international level, brochures and flyers are produced and the global IYPE web-portal is maintained. Moreover, the numerous activities in the many countries with IYPE National Committees are being monitored and registered. As one of the many legacy items, a report with information on the entire IYPE operation will be produced for the United Nations in 2010. Education is an essential element in the International Year of Planet Earth. Many of the national and international activities involve students and focus on participation by secondary and primary school pupils. An example of student involvement was the IYPE global launch event in Paris. In preparation for that event, 18-22-year-old students from around the world submitted essays and poems each dealing with one International Year theme. National Committees and the IYPE Secretariat evaluated them and selected the best. Through national and international sponsorship, some 200 winning students from almost every corner of the planet were awarded a free trip to Paris to participate actively in the launch event, including interacting with VIPs on pressing issues concerning Planet Earth. The International Year of Planet Earth provides a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to highlight the urgent needs for knowledge about the Earth -knowledge that will help to make our human societies wiser, safer and healthier. You can contribute by generating ideas for implementation of these goals or by actively supporting current ideas, on both national and international levels, even after the triennium is over. Individuals might wish to contact their National Committee or the IYPE Secretariat (iype.secretariat@ngu.no). Representatives of industry or foundations might wish to consider supporting the IYPE both conceptually and financially. From the German 2002 GeoJahr we learned that this International Year can and will work. If such excitement for the Earth sciences could be generated by one country in just one year, we are confident that worldwide exposure and outreach of the Earth sciences in 70 countries during three years will call forth the new generation of Earth scientists we need. In 2008 and 2009, thousands of volunteers and professionals will ensure that 'The Greatest Geo-Show on Earth' will not pass unnoticed. Don't miss out! Join IYPE now!
